
Mk.10.17-31 – The Rich Man 
8th October ’15: 19th Sunday after Trinity 
 
Help us, O God, to hear your Word with attention and understanding; and so write its 
message on our hearts that its power may be manifest in our lives, for the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

In these days of a stronger conservative party and a 
resurgence in ‘back-to-basics’ left-wing politics, it’s possible 
to think of this story as a bit of socialist propaganda, but as 
usual, I think the themes that Jesus touches on here are 
deeper than any political ideologies. This gospel is about a 
re-evaluation of what it is to be ‘rich’. It asks, is wealth to be 
measured in worldly terms, in knowledge, in power, in the 
size of a bank-balance or, in this computer age, in terms of 
the storage power of your information technology?  

Jesus is never predictable, rarely comfortable, and always 
challenging. He usually only has one frame of reference  - 
‘the heart of the matter’ - putting one’s relationship with God 
before anything else, for one’s own wellbeing as well as 
everyone else’s. All the while Jesus is listening & talking 
with the rich man, he’s observing and loving him. This is our 
all-inclusive, ever-merciful, ever-loving God in action.  
 
There’s something startling about a rich young man of 
authority throwing himself at the feet of a penniless 
wanderer from Nazareth. But the rich man doesn’t ask him 
‘how can I build my relationship with God?’ - he’s asked 
him how he may inherit eternal life – almost like he wants 
the jam before he’s harvested the corn, ground the flour, and 
baked the bread. He hasn’t come to give of himself but to 
gain for himself. 
 

Jesus knows that the man has no idea what he’s really 
asking. So when Jesus tells him of the one thing he lacks, the 
will to build up a little treasure in heaven, he goes away 
grieving because he can’t see how to do this. He fails to 
recognise that gaining eternal life is not actually entirely up 
to him because he’s failed to understand the importance of 
love, and of loving God before everything else. 
 
Note that Jesus doesn’t send him away, far from it – we are 
specifically told that ‘Jesus loved him’ in all his human 
frailty. The man leaves because he’s possessed by his 
possessions, and he can’t get over thinking of his earthly 
wealth and possessions as a barrier between himself and 
God.  
 
Eternal life, or ‘inheriting the kingdom of heaven,’ is all 
about working towards an open two-way relationship with 
God and our neighbour, where all parties are seen and 
known and loved, in emulation of Christ’s attitude to the rich 
man. The rewards in this life that Jesus speaks of to the 
disciples are available to us now in the new family and social 
community that is the ‘togetherness’ of the church. This is 
where we can build up our treasure in heaven, not for 
ourselves but for others and for future generations. 
 
We grow inwardly with the knowledge that true wealth 
comes with loving God first and foremost, and loving your 
neighbour as yourself  - even if you don’t particularly like 
yourself or your neighbour - God loves you both! True 
wealth comes thru’ loving service, in self-giving, and in 
always trying to see life with the wide-eyed wonder of a 
child – not naively but with full adult understanding. But key 
to the entry into new life is that it’s not ultimately a matter of 



human achievement or merit at all. It’s impossible for 
anyone reliant solely on their own resources to enter the 
kingdom - this depends on God’s grace. 
 
A question we should ask is, has the price for the life-giving 
unseen, the life-sustaining invisible, risen beyond what we’re 
prepared to pay, and thereby into the realms of the 
irrelevant? The values of the world are not the same as the 
values of the kingdom of heaven. As J says, ‘many who are 
first will be last, and the last will be first.’ (10.31)  

Last week Mark’s gospel was uncompromising about 
divorce and re-marriage – meanwhile society has fought hard 
to free itself from the marital restraints of unacceptable or 
mistaken unions; things aren’t made easy for us. Mark 
occasionally presents us with teachings that seem to conflict 
with one another – i.e. supporting family values with 
critiques of divorce (10.2-16), at the same time as speaking 
of the disruption of families in the name of religious 
commitment (10.29-30; 13.12-13).  
 
One response is that it’s unfair to demand precise ethical 
answers to specific modern questions from an ancient text, 
especially when the author’s concerns are so different from 
our own. It’s also true to say that Mark’s gospel is primarily 
concerned with revealing who Jesus was, rather than with 
offering ethical guidance to his followers. But it’s also true 
that Mark is deeply concerned with his readers spirituality, 
their ‘interiority’, their inward disposition of the heart. 
 
There is in Mark a strong emphasis on life itself over 
worldly wealth and success - the rights of women and 
children; marriage is meant to be an indissoluble union 

because lifelong monogamy is the most stable way for 
human beings to live. In Mark’s time especially so; it was 
particularly lacking in compassion to make destitute a whole 
family just because you’d become bored with your wife.  
 
And so to close, true greatness lies in service (9.33-7), true 
fulfilment in self-giving (8.35), true happiness in receiving 
the kingdom of God like a little child (10.15). These are the 
true riches; this is where real wealth lies – in the selfless, 
love-driven, humble, prayerful building-up of a treasure in 
heaven. Jesus asks the rich man, and through him us, to 
reassess our ‘spiritual’ wealth, in terms of the depth of our 
relationship with God. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mark 10.17-31                                  The Rich Man 

17 As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and 
knelt before him, and asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?’ 18Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you 
call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know the 
commandments: “You shall not murder; You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false 
witness; You shall not defraud; Honour your father and 
mother.” ’ 20He said to him, ‘Teacher, I have kept all these 
since my youth.’ 21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, 
‘You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the 
money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
then come, follow me.’ 22When he heard this, he was shocked 
and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 

23 Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, ‘How 
hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the 
kingdom of God!’ 24And the disciples were perplexed at these 
words. But Jesus said to them again, ‘Children, how hard it is 
to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to 
enter the kingdom of God.’ 26They were greatly astounded 
and said to one another, ‘Then who can be saved?’ 27Jesus 
looked at them and said, ‘For mortals it is impossible, but not 
for God; for God all things are possible.’ 

28 Peter began to say to him, ‘Look, we have left everything 
and followed you.’ 29Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, there is no 
one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or 
father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of 
the good news, 30who will not receive a hundredfold now in 
this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, 
and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal 
life. 31But many who are first will be last, and the last will be 
first.’  

 

Psalm 90.12 - end 

 12 So teach us to count our days    that we may gain a wise 
heart.  13 Turn, O Lord! How long? Have compassion on your 
servants!  14 Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast 
love, so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 15 
Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, and 
for as many years as we have seen evil.  16 Let your work be 
manifest to your servants, and your glorious power to their 
children. 17 Let the favour of the Lord our God be upon 
us, and prosper for us the work of our hands—  O prosper the 
work of our hands! 

 

Hebrews 4.12-16 

12 Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul 
from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And before him 
no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to 
the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.  

14 Since, then, we have a great high priest who has 
passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let 
us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a 
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has 
been tested as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us 
therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, 
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need. 

 
 


