
Luke 2: 1-14; Isaiah 52.7-10; Hebrews 1.1-4 [5-12]; John 1.1-14 

 

Christmas Day 2013 - St Andrew’s Totteridge - 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

‘Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ’ 

 

I’m so glad that you’ve been able to join us at St. Andrew’s for our 

worship this Christmas day – one of the holiest of days in the Christian 

year. Today, according to our belief, God almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth, allowed himself to be born amongst us as a little baby boy, and he 

was named ‘Jesus’ which means ‘God saves.’  

 

So the very name of our Lord seems to imply both that we need some 

kind of salvation, and this Jesus is the means by which God will save. 

That we are somehow in trouble; fundamentally flawed; perhaps in need 

of rescuing. And this of course is also the message of the Hebrew Bible, 

the Old Testament, where across the millennia, God has been trying to 

tell his people about how much he loves them and wants them to come 

back to him of their own volition.  

 

From the book of Genesis onwards, where we first hear of the symbolic 

fall from grace of humankind, where Adam and Eve in the garden 

succumb to temptation and are banished from a paradisiacal life. How 

their offspring, Cain, destroyed his brother Abel out of envy. To the 

Book of Isaiah, where the prophet talks about how salvation will be 

announced by a messenger. How the people of Jerusalem, despite their 

tendency to drift into evil ways, shall be redeemed by the Lord baring 

‘his holy arm.’  

 

And then, in fulfilment of Isaiah, along comes John the Baptist to 

announce the good news, that God is to come into the world to help 

humanity discover how to get over its tendency toward selfishness, to 

complacency, to seek power before humility, exploitation before 

righteousness, arms before ploughshares, war before peace.  

 

And into this maelstrom of Roman imperial power, in a relatively quiet 

backwater of the empire, God’s holy arm, his right hand, is born in 

questionable circumstances to a humble carpenter’s wife. Hell-bent on 

rescuing his people, and I mean hell-bent, the light which gives life to the 

world takes on a very humble human form, because the darkness could 

not overcome it. To use a somewhat overused word these days, it was 

really quite awesome! 

 

Do you feel like you need rescuing? Did you get up this morning and say 

to yourself, ‘mmmm, I need rescuing today. I know, I’m going to go to 

church – they do a good rescue there.’ Or did you come because you 

always come? Or perhaps more likely, maybe you just felt ‘it’s 

Christmas, special occasion, it’s traditional to go to church on this day 

and Christmas wouldn’t be the same if we didn’t.’ Doing things because 

we have faith in them is not a popular reason for doing anything these 

days, but it’s something some of us are inclined to do. Whatever your 

reasons for coming today, I’m very glad you did. 

 

But in this scientific age, we mostly want to be sure that doing something 

will be beneficial. We want proof before we’ll believe, won’t we? We’ll 

want verification, to inspect credentials, references, a C.V., some kind of 

authentication; perhaps an expert opinion, perhaps several expert 

opinions. We’ll need a written provenance; a report; a summary of all the 

evidence. Then we’d want time to sift through it, examine the minutiae, 

and put it all through forensic examination to help us make up our minds. 

 

Those who scoff at religious belief might well say, ‘no wonder your 

God/Man was born 2000 years ago – if he’d been born today we’d have 

been able to subject him to testing, to analyse his blood and check his 

DNA – was he Joseph’s child, or someone else’s? We’d soon have sorted 

out if this Jesus was the real thing or not!’ 

 

Maybe so. Maybe not. I suspect all the evidence in the world would not 

give us the absolute verification we might seek. Who knows what divine 

DNA looks like? Who knows what half-divine, half-human DNA might 

look like? How could you prove that anyone was God? But one thing I 



do know for sure – we all have needs that cannot ultimately be satisfied 

by anything in this world, unless it is of God.  

 

Last Thursday I led an assembly at our local junior school here in 

Totteridge, also known as St. Andrew’s. We talked about the true 

meaning of Christmas, about how important it was to express our thanks 

and gratitude to our parents or carers for all the good things they try to do 

for us at this time each year. I had a Christmas present all wrapped up 

with paper and a ribbon and I asked a child to open it for us all. Imagine 

the dismay of all those little faces when we found nothing inside, just an 

empty box. And I said, this is what Christmas feels like without Jesus at 

its core. And how could it be otherwise if it is true that, 

 
3
All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being. What has come into being 
4
in him was life, and the life 

was the light of all people. 
 

If we forget the true meaning of Christmas, that God has come into the 

world to save us from our tendency to get things wrong, then those of us 

who recognise a need to believe in something absolute, something 

beyond the superficial glitter of modern consumer culture, will always 

feel that emptiness, that notion that something is missing. 

 

I hope that all of you have known what it is to love, as God has loved 

you. Whether love has caused you happiness or sadness I hope 

nonetheless that you have all known love and what it is to be loved. If 

you’ve been fortunate enough to be a parent, then you will know another 

dimension, about how dependent life is upon love but also about how 

much that love can leave us vulnerable to pain and suffering. But I ask 

you, if you were asked to prove how much you loved the most important 

person or people in your life, how could you do that? How can you prove 

that you love someone? 

 

And the answer is of course that you can’t – not just with a simple 

statement. Not just by telling someone. Love can’t be proved - it can only 

be shown. In little loving, caring ways, small gestures day-by-day; in 

constancy, in trust, through building faith in one another. And that’s why 

what we’re doing here today, and every Sunday throughout the year, is 

such a joyous occasion and so important. We’re giving thanks to the 

ultimate parent, to God, as children have to be taught to do for those who 

care for them, showing God how grateful we are for all he does for us.  

 

And especially, this day, this wonderful holy day, where we mark the 

most wonderful turning point in all of human existence, when God made 

himself known to his people by living, walking, talking amongst us. 

Showing us how much he loves us, as we show him today how much we 

love him and give thanks for that love. Otherwise, if we’re so determined 

to be in control, so full of ourselves that we don’t express our gratitude, 

then life will always just seem, a little bit empty. 

 

Spoken in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



John 1.1-14    The Word Became Flesh 

1 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came 

into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the 

light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came 

as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 

him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 

yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and 

his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will 

of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 

truth. 

 

Isaiah 52.7-10 

  7 How beautiful upon the mountains     are the feet of the 

messenger who announces peace,  who brings good news,     who 

announces salvation,     who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’   8 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,     together they sing for 

joy;  for in plain sight they see     the return of the Lord to Zion.   9 

Break forth together into singing,     you ruins of Jerusalem;  for the 

Lord has comforted his people,     he has redeemed Jerusalem.   10 

The Lord has bared his holy arm     before the eyes of all the 

nations;  and all the ends of the earth shall see     the salvation of 

our God.  

Hebrews 1.1-12        God Has Spoken by His Son 

1 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by 

the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, 

whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created 

the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint 

of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. 

When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right 

hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to 

angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

5 For to which of the angels did God ever say,  ‘You are my 

Son;  today I have begotten you’?  Or again,  ‘I will be his 

Father,  and he will be my Son’?   6And again, when he brings the 

firstborn into the world, he says,  ‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’ 

  7Of the angels he says,  ‘He makes his angels winds,  and his 

servants flames of fire.’    

8But of the Son he says,  ‘Your throne, O God, is for ever and 

ever,  and the righteous sceptre is the sceptre of your kingdom.   9 

You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;  therefore God, 

your God, has anointed you  with the oil of gladness beyond your 

companions.’   10And,  ‘In the beginning, Lord, you founded the 

earth,  and the heavens are the work of your hands;  11 they will 

perish, but you remain;  they will all wear out like clothing;  12 like a 

cloak you will roll them up,  and like clothing they will be 

changed.  But you are the same,  and your years will never end.’ 
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