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Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts always be acceptable in 
your sight, O Lord my strength and my redeemer (Ps 19:14) 
 
This part of Luke’s gospel, whilst sharing a common 
understanding with Mt & Mk of Jesus time in Galilee, is full 
of some of the chief characteristics of Luke – of the ‘Spirit’, 
of ‘fulfilment,’ of God’s plan for Gentiles and all nations. 
It’s about the advent of the Kingdom of God revealed in 
exorcisms and miracles. Jesus’ disciples will come to 
appreciate his messianic role, but fail to understand that his 
path includes suffering and leads to the cross. 
 
At first, we hear that things have been going quite well. Full 
of the Spirit, Jesus’ preaching has really touched people, and 
word has got round Galilee. So he returns to the place of his 
upbringing, to Nazareth, and to what was his earliest place of 
worship, to tell his people who he really is and what he has 
set out to achieve.  
 
He does this through the words of the prophet Isaiah 
(61.1,2), [making use of the lines of a famous poem from the 
6th c. BCE, which make up a large part of what modern 
scholars call 3rd Isaiah, and] which everyone of Jesus’ day 
would have known, probably by heart. 
 

 
 
 
 
It is a prophecy on the ingathering of the dispersed, bringing 
good news of deliverance to the people of Israel. In what 
must have been a wonderfully dramatic moment to any ‘in 
the know’, Jesus tells his hearers that the prophecy has come 
true, simply with his presence amongst them and with his 
giving voice to Isaiah’s words.  
 
But were there any truly ‘in the know?’ Could they ever 
have understood the full significance of what he says to 
them? That they, that little congregation in that little town, 
were witness to one of the most pivotal revelations in all of 
human history?   
 
He lays claim to be the Messiah, the anointed one, the 
‘fulfilment’ of Isaiah’s prophecy. The final word to aid our 
understanding of Jesus as Messiah will of course come later 
with the Resurrection. 
 
At first his compatriots speak well of him, they are 
impressed by his gracious words – ‘Is this not Joseph’s son’ 
expresses approval and local pride. But in going on to speak 
of a proverb of how no prophet is accepted in his own home, 
and filling the townspeople with rage, he loses any ability he 
might have had to perform deeds for them – it’s almost as 
though he rejects his own people in favour of a move 
towards the inclusion of the Gentile world. 
 



So what’s he doing? In making this seem like a new action 
of God, an action which draws a line under his covenant to 
the Jewish people, he could be establishing a new Israel that 
now inherits the earlier promise made to the Jews. 
 
But there is another interpretation where the rejection is seen 
almost as an inevitability – a regrettable though 
understandable response. OT citations show that Israel’s 
prophets often worked outside their borders, that they were 
often unsuccessful at home and that their lack of success 
denied neither their calling nor their continuing commitment 
to Israel. 
 
Either way, Jesus declaration provokes a furious response, 
which will cause his own people to try to kill him. We are 
reminded of how uncomfortable Jesus’ ministry was – to 
him, to his followers and no doubt to his family. His 
challenge to established certainties made them determined to 
stone him as a false prophet, but this rejection by his own, so 
far from destroying him, actually only works to further 
God’s purpose (E. Franklin). 
 
 
 
Spoken in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Matthew 28:18-20         The Great Commission 
 
18 And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, 
I am with you always, to the end of the age.’ 
 
Baptismal Talk  - Mt. 28:18-20 
 
So ending with those deeply comforting words of what I 
call ‘the great reassurance’ - this passage of scripture is 
one of the main reasons we do what we do here today. 
This is the authority by which we do what we do – just 
as Jesus himself consented to be baptized by John - so 
we will follow in his footsteps today and obey his 
command.  
 
Baptism is where all the unconditional love God has for 
all his children is instilled in the holy water, and where, 
in this symbolic washing, we assert the priceless value 
of this - indicate the candidate for baptism - beautiful 
expression of humanity.  
 
Through calling down the power of the Holy Spirit, the 
advocate Jesus left us, we imbue water with sacred 
significance, and in that power we can bless the water 
for this holy sacrament. In using this water we can 
baptize in the name of the Father, Son & Holy Spirit, 
and become members of that one body that the Apostle 
Paul speaks of in his letter to the Corinthians.  

 
And remember, Paul was at first one who persecuted 
Christians, much like ISIS do today. For Paul, or Saul as 
he was known before his particular epiphany, Christians 
didn’t conform to his fundamentalist understanding of 
what Judaism was all about, so he led teams of people 
to round them up, capture them, torture them, even to 
have them killed. 
 
But then he was converted by a vision of Christ, and 
such was the depth of his conversion that he was later 
able to write to those Corinthians urging them to accept 
anyone into the faith - 13For in the one Spirit – he said - 
we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, 
slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one 
Spirit. 
 
Using the analogy of the human body, he goes to some 
length to explain how people of every kind are all 
interdependent, and that often the parts we appreciate 
the least are the ones we may one day come to rely on 
the most. And this is the Christian message, that every 
member of the human body is important, every one 
valued, no matter how insignificant they may see. These 
are often the ones we have most to learn from. 
 
And this is the value of a gathering known as church – 
that, 26If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; 
if one member is honoured, all rejoice together with it. 
We are all gifted in different ways. We take joy today 
from the fact that Ed & Rebecca have taken the first 
steps in introducing him to the Christian way– and we 
pray that Benjamin will only grow in the faith & realize 
his gifts to the glory of the God from whom they came. 
 



Luke 4.14-21  

The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry 

14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, 
returned to Galilee, and a report about him 
spread through all the surrounding country. 
15He began to teach in their synagogues and 
was praised by everyone. 

The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth 

16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up, he went to the synagogue on 
the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood 
up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the place where it was written: 18 ‘The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me   to bring good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to 
let the oppressed go free, 19 to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favour.’  20And he rolled up 
the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat 
down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were 
fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, 
‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing.’ 

Nehemiah 8.1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
 
1all the people gathered together into the square before 
the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the 
book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to 
Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law 
before the assembly, both men and women and all who 
could hear with understanding. This was on the first day 
of the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the 
square before the Water Gate from early morning until 
midday, in the presence of the men and the women and 
those who could understand; and the ears of all the 
people were attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra 
opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he 
was standing above all the people; and when he opened 
it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the Lord, 
the great God, and all the people answered, ‘Amen, 
Amen’, lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their 
heads and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the 
ground. 8So they read from the book, from the law of 
God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that 
the people understood the reading. 
9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the 
priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people 
said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the Lord your 
God; do not mourn or weep.’ For all the people wept 
when they heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to 
them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine 
and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is 
prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be 
grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.’ 
 
 



1 Corinthians 12.12-31a 
One Body with Many Members 
 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, 
and all the members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were 
all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member 
but of many. 15If the foot were to say, ‘Because I am 
not a hand, I do not belong to the body’, that would not 
make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear 
were to say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong 
to the body’, that would not make it any less a part of 
the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would 
the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where 
would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God 
arranged the members in the body, each one of them, 
as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would 
the body be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet 
one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no 
need of you’, nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no 
need of you.’  
22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem 
to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of 
the body that we think less honourable we clothe with 
greater honour, and our less respectable members are 
treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more 
respectable members do not need this. But God has so 
arranged the body, giving the greater honour to the 
inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension 
within the body, but the members may have the same 
care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer 
together with it; if one member is honoured, all rejoice 

together with it. 
27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually 
members of it. 28And God has appointed in the church 
first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then 
deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of 
assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 
29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do 
all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do 
all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31But strive for 
the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more 
excellent way. 
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