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May the Lord now be in all our hearts, and upon my lips, 
that every thought and word may be wholly for the honour 
and glory of his name. Amen. 
 
Today we enter the time known as Passiontide. We have 
heard Gospels of the Palm and the Passion. The Palms have 
served as symbols of devotion and honour, laid as they were 
under the feet of the colt that bore the Lord into Jerusalem. 
Jesus was honoured then because his reputation went before 
him, as a healer, a miracle-worker, one who could even raise 
the dead to new life. We know him now as the Christ, the 
Messiah, a man who was God; who, with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, is God, whose being is love, the essence of 
wisdom, mercy and truth.  
 
But even as they sang joyful praises to this humble King, 
mounted not on a powerful stallion like the leader of a great 
army but on the cross-breed offspring of a donkey and a 
horse, the very parody of power, Jesus knew that he would 
have to disappoint those people. That he went there not to 
lead his followers to a crushing defeat of the establishment 
of the day, but to undergo great suffering, humiliation and 
death; to undergo the Passion of the Christ as it is known, 
named from the Greek word for suffering, paschein. 
 

It must have been such a poignant moment for him; knowing 
that these people, who one moment could express such love 
and devotion, could also turn against him in their anger and 
disappointment. Such that when they were offered the 
chance to set him free, they would choose instead that a 
murderer receive clemency. Poignant indeed.  
 
But can we now, even with the benefit of our hindsight and 
faith, truly envisage the enormity of what God in Christ took 
on for us at this time? Can we fully believe that in acting as 
he did, Jesus would become the means of our salvation? So 
that even today, 2,000 years plus later, people can still find 
salvation simply by turning to him in faith? And what does it 
mean to be saved anyway? 
 
There are many people out there in the world today who 
think that Jesus was a very important man, that he had good 
things to say, that his teachings are still valuable; but they 
can’t take the leap of faith to see him as an aspect of divinity 
itself. They might even go as far as to say that he was on a 
par with the likes of Ghandi, Martin Luther King, or Mother 
Theresa of Calcutta, but no more than this. 
 
This is not what I believe. The righteous people across the 
ages have done many good and wonderful things, but they 
did not redeem the whole of humanity with a sustained 
lifetime of courage, endurance and love. They did not show 
us a way, a truth and a life so radically different from the 
myths of redemptive violence that our habitual 
understandings would be turned upside down. These 
exemplars of faith can inspire us, but only Jesus can save us 
from the evil in ourselves. 



 
We are continually attracted to notions of power. As Priest-
in-Charge of this parish church, I also am Vice-Chair of 
Governors of our local Church of England Junior School, 
also known as St. Andrew’s. As such, I’m involved in the 
process of recruiting a new HT to replace the excellent Mrs. 
Lockham, who served our school superbly for six years but 
who has now moved on to pastures new.  
 
Whilst taking advice from some highly experienced people 
to help us in this process, I heard about an applicant for a 
similar vacancy who had presented themselves for interview 
at another senior school and who was without question the 
best qualified person for the job; in terms of experience, 
skills, learning, demeanour, and personality. He didn’t get 
the job. The governors of that school had appointed someone 
else because they didn’t think that the man they interviewed 
would command the respect of the teenagers he would be 
overseeing. Why? Because he wasn’t tall enough! His stature 
was too small. 
 
Maybe they were right – I’m not going to sit in judgment. 
Maybe they knew the pupils of their school very well, but I 
suspect they were abiding by the ways of this world rather 
than by the ways of the kingdom of heaven that Jesus came 
to tell us about. The sort of rules that usurp our cherished 
notions of what constitutes true power and strength; the sort 
of rules that bring God to earth not in a chariot of fire but to 
a manger in a stable; the sort of rules that allowed the 
Messiah to become an outcast, a refugee, a victim of 
mockery and torture. 
 

 
The rules of the kingdom of heaven turn human 
understandings upside down – it’s only in seeing through the 
deceptions of this world, the delusions of superficiality, the 
silliness of celebrity, the transitory nature of insobriety, the 
excesses of materiality, that we stand any chance of being 
‘saved.’ How else is it that great goodness is usually only 
born out of great suffering?  
 
Salvation shows us how to endure the trials and sufferings of 
following in Christ's footsteps. He blazes a trail through 
suffering caused by sin, and suffering caused by the chaos of 
the cosmos, to lead us to the deepest, most profound joy that 
we only ever see glimpses of in this life. Through the 
Passion of the Christ we are led to the very presence of God 
for which humanity was created. 
 
 
Spoken in the name of the Father, Son & Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Matthew 21.1-11    Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 

21 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached 
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a 
colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If 
anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord 
needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ 4This 
took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the 
prophet, saying,  5 ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your 
king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on 
a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’  6The 
disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 
7they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their 
cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed 
were shouting, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David!    Blessed 
is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna 
in the highest heaven!’  10When he entered Jerusalem, 
the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ 
11The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus 
from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 

Matthew 26.14-27    Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 

14 Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas 
Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15and said, ‘What will 
you give me if I betray him to you?’ They paid him 
thirty pieces of silver. 16And from that moment he 
began to look for an opportunity to betray him. 

The Passover with the Disciples 

17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples 
came to Jesus, saying, ‘Where do you want us to make 
the preparations for you to eat the Passover?’ 18He said, 
‘Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, “The 
Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover 
at your house with my disciples.” ’ 19So the disciples did 
as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the 
Passover meal. 

20 When it was evening, he took his place with the 
twelve; 21and while they were eating, he said, ‘Truly I 
tell you, one of you will betray me.’ 22And they became 
greatly distressed and began to say to him one after 
another, ‘Surely not I, Lord?’ 23He answered, ‘The one 
who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will 
betray me. 24The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, 
but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to 
have been born.’ 25Judas, who betrayed him, said, 
‘Surely not I, Rabbi?’ He replied, ‘You have said so.’ 

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 

26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, 
and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, 
and said, ‘Take, eat; this is my body.’ 27Then he took a 
cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, 
‘Drink from it, all of you; 

 

 



Isaiah 50.4-9a  The Servant’s Humiliation and Vindication 

 4 The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I 
may know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by 
morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who 
are taught.  5 The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was 
not rebellious, I did not turn backwards.  6 I gave my back to 
those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out 
the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.  

 7 The Lord God helps me;    therefore I have not been 
disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint,    and I 
know that I shall not be put to shame;  8   he who vindicates 
me is near. Who will contend with me?    Let us stand up 
together. Who are my adversaries?    Let them confront me. 
 9 It is the Lord God who helps me;    who will declare me 
guilty? All of them will wear out like a garment;    the moth 
will eat them up.  

Philippians 2.5-11 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  6 who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality 
with God as something to be exploited,  7 but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human 
likeness. And being found in human form,  8 he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death— even 
death on a cross.  

 9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the 
name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
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