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Grant, O God, that in the written word, and through the spoken word, we may 
behold the living Word, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Imagine for a moment please, your concept of God. I’m 
talking about the Creator of heaven and the Creator of the 
Universe – of all that is, seen and unseen. This is the one who 
made paradise, the legions of angels, the teeming space full 
of galaxies, who organised them into solar systems, who 
flung all the stars and planets into their respective orbits, and 
who still to this day maintains the seasons, and sustains 
everything that moves, breathes or has life. This is the one 
who hears our prayers, who gives and takes away, who 
answered Moses, and Elijah, and Ezekiel and Isaiah, who 
saved Daniel, who directed the hand of David, who granted 
wisdom to Solomon. 
 
Then imagine this all-powerful divinity, him, her, it, in 
whatever aspect you like; - whether you want to think in 
terms of a Father, a Mother or a Son, or as the Holy Spirit. 
Imagine them as one personified, standing in front of you, 
tying a towel around their middle, kneeling down before you, 
and gently, reverently, taking hold of each of your feet in turn 
and washing them in a bowl. And then, just as gently, just as 
reverently, drying them with the towel around their waist. 

 
 
How would you feel? I imagine a multitude of feelings, of 
embarrassment, of guilt or shame, of not being worthy of 
such treatment, of awe and a sense of being honoured,  - or 
simply of heart-wrenching, unconditional, undiluted love that 
the one who brought us into life would stoop to such an act of 
appreciation for such a wretch as me.  
 
I imagine that it was feelings of this kind that drove Peter to 
say, ‘you will never wash my feet.’ We must recall, that for 
him, as for any person of his times, this act was seen as a  
sign of hospitality. Especially when arriving from a long 
journey, but it was the sort of action a slave undertook, of one 
very low down on the social pecking order. Peter, with the 
usual human understanding of the hierarchical pecking order 
of wealth and power, couldn’t countenance the man he loved, 
respected and rated so highly being permitted to take on this 
role, any more than he could countenance him being killed. 
 
But Jesus said to him, as he says to us today, ‘Unless I wash 
you, you have no share in me.’ What does Jesus mean?  - ‘no 
share in me.’ As Paul reminds us in his letter to the 
Corinthians, I think he means pretty much the same thing he 
means when he invites us to participate in his body and 
blood, whenever we take the sacramental bread and wine. 
That in joining in with that particular feast, we literally or 
symbolically take part in Jesus, and in consuming him, our 
sins, everything that keeps us from having a loving 
relationship with God, are also consumed in a heavenly fire 
of love. 
 



You know, I think there are way too many people out there in 
the world today who don’t feel worthy enough to receive the 
love of God, and that for some it becomes easier to blame 
him, to reject him, to disbelieve in him. Perhaps there was 
something in their past which makes them think they are 
somehow disqualified, literally dis-qualified, like an athlete 
found guilty of drug-taking. You are no longer fit to 
participate in the race. But this is not God’s way. 
 
With Jesus’ physical presence, I believe the disciples were 
invited, almost ordered, through the act of the washing of 
their feet, to allow the Lord to wash away all their sins, cares 
and anxieties; their doubts, their fears and their irrelevant 
concerns. To no longer consider themselves as unworthy of 
God’s love, his care and his gentleness.  
 
In allowing God to serve them, they were supposed to get the 
message that no-one is beyond our love and care, just as no-
one is beyond God’s. All we have to do is turn to him, accept 
our failings and our mistakes, learn from them, try not to 
repeat them, and allow him to treat us reverentially. 
Whenever we receive his gentle touch, directly from heaven, 
or through the ministrations of another, receive it with the 
same grace with which it is given. In this way we share in 
Jesus our Lord. 
 
16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than 
their master, nor are messengers greater than the one 
who sent them. 17If you know these things, you are 
blessed if you do them.  
 
Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



John 13.1-17, 31b-35 

Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 

13 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that 
his hour had come to depart from this world and go to 
the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, 
he loved them to the end. 2The devil had already put it 
into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray 
him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father 
had given all things into his hands, and that he had 
come from God and was going to God, 4got up from the 
table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around 
himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began 
to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the 
towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon 
Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?’ 7Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.’ 8Peter said to him, 
‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I 
wash you, you have no share with me.’ 9Simon Peter 
said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands 
and my head!’ 10Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed 
does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is 
entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.’ 
11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he 
said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’ 

12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, 
and had returned to the table, he said to them, ‘Do you 
know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher 
and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. 14So 
if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set 

you an example, that you also should do as I have done 
to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater 
than their master, nor are messengers greater than the 
one who sent them. 17If you know these things, you are 
blessed if you do them. 

The New Commandment 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of 
Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in 
him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also 
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little 
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look 
for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 
“Where I am going, you cannot come.” 34I give you a 
new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I 
have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.’ 

Exodus 12.1-4,11-14 

The First Passover Instituted 

12 
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 
2This month shall mark for you the beginning of months; 
it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the 
whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this 
month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb 
for each household. 4If a household is too small for a 
whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbour in 
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to 
the number of people who eat of it. 11This is how you 
shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, 



and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it 
hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. 12For I will pass 
through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike 
down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human 
beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgements: I am the Lord. 13The blood shall be 
a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see 
the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall 
destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 

14 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You 
shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout 
your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual 
ordinance. 

 

1 Cor. 11.23-26 

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 

23 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to 
you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 25In the same way 
he took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 26For as often as you 
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 
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