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Help us, O God, to hear your Word with attention and understanding; and 

so write its message on our hearts that its power may be made manifest in 

our lives, for the glory of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

On the inside front cover of your service booklet today, near 

where the words Ministry of Healing are shown in bold, you 

can see that what we do here today is referred to as ‘a corporate, 

inclusive process’ – where we can pray for one another, or even 

lay hands on one another, our friends, family, or fellows from 

the congregation. Sadly, we don’t have a Reader with us today, 

so the laying-on of hands will be led by Lindy, but you are 

invited to join in with that ministry, by laying hands on any you 

want to come up with. 
 

But why do we do this? The praying, the anointing, the laying-

on of hands? Well, I believe that whenever religion is not about 

healing in some way, it really doesn’t have much to offer people 

in this life. Without healing, religion can become, in the words 

of Brian McLaren, merely ‘an evacuation plan for the next 

world’, a matter of just waiting for some kind of delayed 

gratification, with no real chance of change or transformation in 

this life. 
 

I’m talking about ‘salvation’ here. In fact, the word ‘salvation’ 

stems from the Latin, salus, which means ‘healing’. The two are 

inextricably woven together, and we desperately need healing, 

not just as individuals, but as groups, institutions, in marriage, 

for the wounds of war, abuse, race relations, or any of the 

endless social problems in which we are drowning today. 

Justlook at the number of women who have come forward on 

social media since the Weinstein affair under the hashtag, 

metoo. But vengeance doesn’t bring peace. Putting someone on 

the pillory brings only a short-term gratification. We’ll never 

know how to heal unless we’ve learnt the skills at ground zero, 

in the individual human heart.  
 

Since the Edict of Milan, the legalization of Christianity by 

Constantine in AD 313 and for much of its history, the church 

was not really concerned about healing, but rather in maintaining 

social and administrative order. These were different times and 

the fledgling church, having just established and begun to 

organise itself, was anxious to maintain control. It thought it  

needed to strengthen the virtues of its influence on the people, as 

it saw them at any rate. It began to issue graces and 

indulgencies, dispensations, annulments and absolutions, along 

of course with the appropriate penalties when necessary. 
 

It took a former Dominican monk, Francis MacNutt, writing in 

his book of the 1970’s, The Nearly Perfect Crime, to study the 

history of healing in the church and to reacquaint Western 

Christians with the idea. He noted that the word ‘healing’ had 

virtually disappeared from usage in mainline Churches, being 

telescoped down into the sacrament of ‘extreme unction’, and as 

that name suggests, mostly put off until the last hours of life, in 

support of the idea that any hope of salvation can really only 

come in the next life. 
 

The Jesuit priest, Richard Rohr, has described how most 

Catholics didn’t really ‘expect to heal people, inner or outer, and 

as priests, we felt our job was to absolve sin rather than actually 

transform people. To “Get rid of the contaminating element” as 

it were, rather than “Learn what you can about yourself and God 

because of this conflict.” These are two very different paths.’ 

(Dancing Standing Still, Paulist Press, 2014). 



In his love for us, Jesus did three things again and again. He 

preached, he prayed and he healed. Rohr is convinced that ‘if 

our preaching does not effect in the listener some level of 

healing, then it’s not even the gospel.’ He believes that healing 

is the simplest criterion of preaching the word that he can 

imagine. The truth heals and expands us in its very hearing: ‘the 

truth will make you free’ (John 8:32). Truth allows and compels 

us to reconfigure the world with plenty of room for gentleness 

and peace for yourself and for those around you. 

 

‘The Kingdom of God has come near to you’ doesn’t imply that 

the arrival of the kingdom is some future crisis that needs to be 

forewarned, it is a present reality that needs to be proclaimed 

and demonstrated by the healing of the sick and the bestowal of 

heavenly peace. This blessing will come about because of the 

prince of peace upon whose shoulders the blessing can rest. 

Time is short because the opposition is gathering its forces – the 

seventy will be lambs amongst wolves. 

 

If there isn’t much correspondence these days between our 

religion and our politics. This may be because we’re not 

involved enough in the healing of ourselves. Healing depends on 

relating with love and compassion. Official religion used to 

focus on imputing and then forgiving guilt – some would say it 

still does – and has been much more about sin management than 

proclaiming a larger-than-life vision for humanity. 

 

It is my experience that the human ego contracts around 

problems. At present, I’m trying to minister to someone who, in 

their inability to confront personal issues, has become so self-

centred in their hatred of who they’ve become, they’ve directed 

all their anger and frustration onto their loved ones and managed 

to drive them away.  

But all is not lost – the soul expands out of compassion, for self 

and for others. In recognising our own tendencies to oppress, to 

persecute; to become aware whenever our own selfish mean-

spiritedness takes hold, we can begin to name and heal such 

characteristics and transform them, in self and in culture, in 

nation state, in our attitudes toward creation. 

 

I say again, Jesus talked a lot more about praying and healing 

than anything else. We only know a little about how Jesus 

prayed – he left us at least one rather good one – but prayer 

doesn’t have to be complicated. People who say a lot of prayers 

may just be saying a lot of prayers – we don’t know what goes 

on in the quiet places of the heart – only God knows this. 

 

It’s not necessary to amaze him, or anyone else for that matter, 

with the consideration and depth of your petitions. There is an 

older tradition of wordless prayer, of just spending a quiet time 

in the company of God, in his house or in his Creation, of 

adopting prayer as a stance, an alternative consciousness – 

which many gave up after the Reformation and the 

Enlightenment. Just give some time and space to God as he has 

given this to you – it heals and can make whole. 

 
Spoken in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.     

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Isaiah 35.3-6 

 
3 Strengthen the weak hands, 
   and make firm the feeble knees.  
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
   ‘Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 

   He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 
   He will come and save you.’  

 
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
   and the ears of the deaf unstopped;  
6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
   and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

   and streams in the desert; 
 
 
2 Timothy 4.5-17 

 
5As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work 
of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 

6 As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, 
and the time of my departure has come. 7I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
8From now on there is reserved for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
give to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all 

who have longed for his appearing.  
 
9 Do your best to come to me soon, 10for Demas, in love 

with this present world, has deserted me and gone to 
Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to 
Dalmatia. 11Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him 

with you, for he is useful in my ministry. 12I have sent 

Tychicus to Ephesus. 13When you come, bring the cloak that 

I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above all 
the parchments. 14Alexander the coppersmith did me great 
harm; the Lord will pay him back for his deeds. 15You also 

must beware of him, for he strongly opposed our message. 
16 At my first defence no one came to my support, but all 
deserted me. May it not be counted against them! 17But the 

Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through 
me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the 
Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s 

mouth. 
 
Luke 10.1-9 - The Mission of the Seventy 

 
After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them 
on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he 

himself intended to go. 2He said to them, ‘The harvest is 
plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord 
of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest. 3Go 
on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the 

midst of wolves. 4Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and 
greet no one on the road. 5Whatever house you enter, first 
say, “Peace to this house!” 6And if anyone is there who 

shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if 
not, it will return to you. 7Remain in the same house, eating 
and drinking whatever they provide, for the labourer 

deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to 
house. 8Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome 
you, eat what is set before you; 9cure the sick who are 

there, and say to them, “The kingdom of God has come 
near to you.” 
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