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May the words of my mouth… 
 
Throughout this season of Epiphany we hear further teaching on the 
revelation of Christ to the world; we learn more and more about 
precisely who this man was that came into the world at the first 
Christmas, especially through the many titles he is given in our reading 
today. And we also hear further evidence of John the Baptist 
swallowing his pride, laying his own power and authority aside, and 
saying, 
 
“After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before 
me.” 
 
This strange and convoluted sentence is probably an allusion to Elijah, 
Jesus being the hidden Elijah who already existed before the Baptist’s 
time, but it also underlines the idea of Jesus’ pre-existence before 
Creation began. There is further possible explanation from the Apostle 
Paul in his letter to the Colossians, no stranger to epiphanic moments 
himself of course, on the Damascus road,  

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 
16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created… …all 
things have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head 
of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
so that he might come to have first place in everything. (Col.1:15-18) 

The Baptist further testifies why he is so able to accept personal 
diminishment, because he’s seen the Spirit at work and because he’d 
been foretold by God, 

‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained 
on him…’      ‘…the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
“He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
In the 4th Gospel both the descent of the Spirit on Jesus and the baptism 
with the Holy Spirit are described as the object of the Baptist’s witness. 
But the Baptist goes further, 
 
34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.’  

Throughout the NT, Jesus uses the title ‘My Father’ as affirmation of 
his unique and special Sonship. In mainstream Christianity the title 
implies the full divinity of Jesus as part of the Holy Trinity of Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit.  

But the concept of God as Father of Jesus, and Jesus as the one and 
only Son of God, is distinct from the concept of God as the Creator and 
father of all people. This is addressed by the Apostles Creed, a 
profession of faith which expresses belief in a ‘Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth’, and of ‘Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord’, affirming each sense of fatherhood, both heavenly and earthly. 

But as if this weren’t enough, John applies yet another title, ‘Look, 
here is the Lamb of God’. The image of the lamb has a double 
connotation, first alluded to in Isaiah. This prophet, in the voice of the 
suffering servant, is like a lamb led to the slaughter (Isa. 53.7), bearing 
our infirmities and crushed for our iniquities, but there is also the sense 
of the Passover lamb, alluded to by the Evangelist at the death of Jesus 
(Jn 19.31,34). But John of the Gospel is still not done. 

 



40One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his brother Simon and said to 
him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ 
 
Here it is our own patronal saint, Andrew, brother to Simon Peter, in 
the act of transferring his allegiance from the Baptist to the one he has 
proclaimed as ‘Messiah’ which, we are told, means ‘anointed by God’.  
 
The question that the Messiah then poses remains a valid question for 
us today, ‘What are you looking for?’ He still poses this question; to 
anyone who would follow him. ‘Rabbi…. …where are you staying?’ 
they ask. 39He said to them, ‘Come and see.’   
 
"Come and see" could just be an invitation to see where he was staying. 
But it could also be a deeper call to discipleship - but not the kind we 
might expect. It could be a call to find out what our hearts yearns for. 
Perhaps the kind of world foreseen by Isaiah, in which the poor receive 
good news, captives are set free, the blind receive sight and the 
oppressed are set free? And the one who is to rule over this world, this 
kingdom, will come forth from Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). 
 
"Where are you staying?" -  and the answer is in the everyday, in the 
mundane, in everyone, in every place, at every time. "What are you 
looking for? says Jesus, replying “Come and see." What are we 
looking for? Perhaps an end to feelings of isolation; to any sense of 
loneliness; to that restlessness of spirit which is so much part of our 
human condition. A condition St. Augustine well understood when he 
addressed God and said ‘you have made us for yourself and our hearts 
are restless ‘til they find their rest in you.’ 
 
We look for acceptance as we are. In a word, we are looking for love. 
What do we see in Christ? We see someone quite literally dying to 
embrace us; we see one who asks us to abide in him as he abides in his 
Father, endlessly inviting us to joins in the joyous dance of love that 
we call the Holy Trinity. 
 

We have been called to work and to witness together, to witness to the 
God who shares our joys and enters into our sorrows, who pours out 
his love for each of us in the gift of his Son. We are here to be channels 
of his extravagant, glorious, generous and forgiving grace.  
 
We are called, to laugh together and cry together, to work together and 
pray together, to trust one another and rely on one another, and 
together to meet the God who alone gives point and purpose and unity 
to our lives. He calls us to make Holy Communion and to be a holy 
community, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 
 
 
Spoken in the name of the Father, Son & Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John 1.29-42            The Lamb of God 

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and 
declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, “After me 
comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.” 31I myself did not know him; but I came 
baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.’ 32And John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent 
me to baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you 
see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 34And I myself have seen 
and have testified that this is the Son of God.’ 

35 The next day John again was standing with two of his 
disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he 
exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ 37The two 
disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to 
them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They said to him, 
‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), ‘where are 
you staying?’ 39He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ They 
came and saw where he was staying, and they 
remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in 
the afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John speak 
and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41He first found his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We 
have found the Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed). 
42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and 
said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be called 
Cephas’ (which is translated Peter). 

Isaiah 49.1-7           The Servant’s Mission 

49 
Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples 
from far away! The Lord called me before I 
was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named 
me.  2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the 
shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished 
arrow, in his quiver he hid me away.  3 And he said to 
me, ‘You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be 
glorified.’  4 But I said, ‘I have laboured in vain, I have 
spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my 
cause is with the Lord, and my reward with my God.’  

 5 And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb 
to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that 
Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honoured in 
the sight of the Lord, and my God has become my 
strength—  6 he says, ‘It is too light a thing that you 
should be my servant    to raise up the tribes of 
Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give 
you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may 
reach to the end of the earth.’  

 7 Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his 
Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the 
nations, the slave of rulers, ‘Kings shall see and stand 
up, princes, and they shall prostrate 
themselves, because of the Lord, who is faithful, the 
Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.’  

 



1 Corinthians 1.1-9               Salutation 

1 
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will 
of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 

2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who 
are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, 
together with all those who in every place call on the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the 
grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 
5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in 
speech and knowledge of every kind— 6just as the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— 
7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will 
also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is 
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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