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One could be forgiven for thinking it unnecessary for Joseph & 

Mary to bring their son to the Temple to present him before 

God, because, God knew all about who this child was and why 

he'd been born. As Mary had been told by the angel, and as 

Joseph must have understood through his dreams, the child was 

himself God incarnate. But as with all of us from time to time, 

maybe they needed a reminder, some further affirmation, of 

who Jesus was and how he would change the world. 

 

In the encounter with the aged Simeon and 84 y.o. Anna, they 

receive this affirmation - persons of a newer age encountering 

persons of the old. Today's church is rightly concerned both to 

share the gospel anew with each new generation and also to 

attend to the wisdom that older worshippers can offer the wider 

body. Like Anna, they often show an exemplary constancy and 

commitment in prayer and worship. And let the young 

remember, those who achieve Anna's years have negotiated a 

level of cultural and religious change that is almost 

unimaginable to anyone who's only lived half those years. 

 

Simeon encounters a fulfilment of the prophecy that he would 

see the Messiah before he died and, in turn, he affirms that the 

child is God's salvation, prepared in the presence of all peoples; 

a light for revelation to both the faithful of Israel and to 

everyone else... ...and Joseph and Mary were amazed all over 

again! If the power of the memories of angelic invitations and 

dreams had diminished at all, here was yet more evidence that 

their child was something extraordinary. 

 

 

 

 

 

But, of course, they would also have wanted to be seen abiding 

in the Jewish custom originating from the Exodus, when all the 

firstborn sons of the Egyptians died, and the first son born to an 

Israelite couple was given to God to thank him for sparing them. 

The law that said every firstborn male must be presented in the 

Temple and the appropriate offering rendered.  

 

St. Luke makes a point of reiterating the humble circumstances 

surrounding the holy family. In the case of the impoverished, 

the usual 5 shekels levied was reduced to the purification 

sacrifice prescribed for the poor, a pair of pigeons or turtle 

doves. Is the humble station of the holy family itself a further 

sign of the 'refiners fire' or 'fullers soap' mentioned in Malachi 

(3.2), a part of the process of purification of the Messiah? 

Alongside that of the expulsion into the desert, or the 'dying to 

sin' of St. John's baptism, not to mention the passion itself? 

...'the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple' 

(3.1).  

 

In a reflection on this same reading from Malachi, David 

Runcorn reminded me about fuller's soap and of how the work 

of the fuller was an essential part of the treatment of freshly 

woven cloth, to make it supple, pure and ready for use. Fuller's 

soap was an alkali made from plant ash used to clean and swell 

new cloth - a vigorous process involving washing, bleaching, 

soaking and beating the fibres into a consistent and desirable 

condition, thus making it 'full'.  

 



 

 

 

So, God works on his people as a fuller on new cloth - 

vigorously working our spiritual fibres into a consistent and 

desirable condition, to be a full and effective offering in his 

service. Like so many works of purification, it's a rough & 

rugged process, requiring a lot of effort, but we often don't 

notice that this is what's happening to us or think it unfair. Either 

way, it's overlooked at our peril, and if nothing else, these 

images warn us against domesticating the life of faith and 

obedience.  

 

God's purpose is to bring 'many children to glory', according to 

Hebrews 2.10, that we may share in the family likeness of 

Christ. The author of Hebrews urges us to contemplate the 

coronation of Jesus, recognizing that it was his willingness to 

share in our humanity that enabled him to be crowned. This 

stress is why this passage is used at Candlemas, when the story 

of Mary & Joseph bringing the baby Jesus to the temple reminds 

us that we can trust him because he has become just like us, his 

brothers & sisters. If we lose heart, we should remember that he 

has made us holy, forever liberating us from fear and death. 

 

The author of Hebrews uses the image of 'a merciful and faithful 

high priest' to help us understand what Christ can mean to us. 

His mediating role is a priestly role. Just as he was brought to 

the temple as a child, so he offers the sacrifice of himself that 

sets us free. As a faithful priest, he knows what it is to be tested 

and tempted. His encouragement to us comes from his own 

experience (A. Tilby). 

 

 

 

 

 

In today's world there is constant pressure on us to respond 

instantly to situations and demands, with no time allowed for 

thought or reflection. Mary had time to treasure the words she 

heard, and to ponder them in her heart. Simeon and Anna had 

spent their entire lives doing the same thing. We must always 

ask ourselves, 'How willing are we to wait on God patiently, day 

by day, in hope and expectation?' Let's dwell on these things as 

we mark this day of Candlemas, thinking of it as the pivot 

between the joys of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany just past, 

and the poignancy of the approaching season of Lent. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Luke 2:22-40          Jesus Is Presented in the Temple 
 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law 
of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 

Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male 
shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), 24and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair 
of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; 

this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the 

Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying,  
29 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

   according to your word;  
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,  
31   which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
   and for glory to your people Israel.’ 

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was 
being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his 
mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the 

inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce 
your own soul too.’ 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of 
the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 
husband for seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to 

the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped 
there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she 
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all 
who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.  
39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the 

Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favour of God was upon him. 

 

Malachi 3.1-5                      The Coming Messenger 
 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before 
me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his 

temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—
indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can 

endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he 

will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 

they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as 

in the days of old and as in former years. 
5 Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will be swift to 

bear witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, 
against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the 
hired workers in their wages, the widow, and the orphan, 

against those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, 
says the Lord of hosts. 

 
Hebrews 2.14-18 
 

14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he 

himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death 
he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, 

the devil, 15and free those who all their lives were held in 
slavery by the fear of death. 16For it is clear that he did not 

come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 
17Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in 

every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high 
priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement 
for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself was tested by 

what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being 
tested.  
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